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The research of the *generalship" of General John Miller was
undertaken along two paths--i.e. a search of historical records
on him as an individual, and the study of the commissioning
process of officers during the revolutionary period. It was our
belief that through these areas we would not only be able to
trace the historical background on General John Miller, but also
understand how he might have received his commission. The
research did reveal much about the individual, John Miller, and
it did disclose much about the commissioning process. Our
understanding of that process and the records available in the
National and Pennsylvania Archives have led us to the conclusion
that John Miller held no legitimate commission as an officer in
the Continental Army or the Pennsylvania Militia.
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PREFACE

This Group Study Project was produced under the aegis of the
US Army War College Military History Directorate. The research
paper was done to validate the generalship of General John Miller
whose grave is located at one of the researcher's homes and to
enhance the understanding of the colonial military officer
commissioning process. It began by researching the background of
General Miller's gravesite. Validation required learning who
John Miller really was and how he was commissioned. Research
included a search of the Pennsylvania and National Archives, the
US Army Military Institute, Hamilton Library, newspapers, and
church records. The outstanding assistance of Colonel (Retired)
Trussel, the staff of the US Army Military Institute, the
Pennsylvania Archives, and Hamilton Library was absolutely
outstanding and crucial to our project.

---------------------------
............
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CHAPTER 1

THE SEARCH FOR GENERAL JOHN MILLER

In a pasture just three miles due east of Carlisle Barracks,
Pennsylvania, lies a dilapidated grave whose marker one can
decipher only with difficulty. It reads: "In Memory of General
John Miller who departed this life January the 10th, 1812 in the
67th year of his age.'" 1Interest in this grave and a fascination
with the title "General" led the authors on a 'quest" for
information about General John Miller. (Photographs at Appendix
1.) The search began in earnest at the Hamilton Library, home of
the Cumberland County Historical Society.

Preliminary research indicated that the farm on which the
grave is situated once belonged to one Matthew Miller, an Irish
immigrant who came to the Carlisle area in 1730 and purchased a
large tract of land from William Penn's heirs.1 Matthew
apparently was a man of some prominence and wealth. He served as
a Cumberland County Justice and perhaps enjoyed the companionship
of the Urie, Trindle, and Chambers families who were his
neighbors.2 Matthew's oldest son, John Miller, was bequeathed

3 Matthew also

the farm in Matthew's will dated 29 December 1783.
stipulated that he should be buried "in a Decent and Christian
like manner at the discretion of my executors.'" 1In the will he
appointed both John and Matthew, Jr. to be two of the executors.
Next to John Miller's headstone, another barelvy discernible

gravesite was also discovered. This, it turns out, is the burial

site of Matthew, Sr. A document describing gravesites in

...............
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2 Cumberland County was found in the Hamilton Library. It was

¢ prepared by J. Zeamer in 1905 and describes two graves found in

E Middlesex Township on the "0Old Hoffer Farm."a Zeamer wrote, "I

¢ visited the place on the afternoon of November 17, 1905, and
found it located just west of the barn and in it two marked

j: graves as follows:

- Miller, Gen John, d. Jan 10, 1812, in the 67th year ofchis age

> Miller, Matthew, Sen., d. Aug. 28, 1790, agd 72 years.

" Further, searches of the property have revealed remnants of

i an old slate gravestone with an "M" still decipherable, just a

E few feet from John Miller's grave. We discovered that we were

: not the first to begin research into the mysterious General John

; Miller and noted with a sinking feeling that previous efforts to

5‘ discover the nature of his generalship had proved fruitless. Mr.

. Charles Gilbert Beetem, the Cumberland Valley Archivist, in an

i 18 September 1935 letter to Major Roland T. Fenton, a propertyv

N

owner near the Miller farm, stated that he had begun research but
was having no luck.

Referring to the marble tomb of General John
Miller, located near you, but now in ruins, it

is back of the barn on the farm owned, in 1872

and later, by C. Hoffer, and is reached by taking

. the fourth north cross-road on Trindle Road east

of Carlisle, and will be found about one mile up
said cross-road, at the second premises on the west
side of the road. This general was in the
Revolutionary War: The condition of his grave
should be brot [sic] to the attention of the

. country commissioners. For a year I have been trving
: to find out something about General Miller; have
searched the Pennsylvania Archives and a number

of books. The War Department is averse to taking
the time for such research work, buc. I believe if
you wrote them asking for information and the

. record of this general for the county archivist,

- they will supply a copy og whatever record they

" have of him in the files.
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Mr. Beetem also wrote to the Pennsylvania Historical
Commission asking for assistance in restoring the grave and to a
3 Mr. Robert Winstein, a local historian, asking for a search of
the minutes of the Continental Congress. There is no record in
the Hamilton Library providing results of Mr. Beetem's research.

Given his life-span the obvious assumption is that General

eva &M

Miller had been a general officer serving in the Continental line

during the American Revolution, or possibly, that he held that

., rank in the state militia.

Extremely good records of those who served in that conflict

a0

were maintained and still survive, and there is no General John

Miller of Pennstlvania listed among them.

A AY

A quick check of the obituary files revealed that (on
Friday, January 17, 1812) both the Kline's Gazette and the
Carlisle Herald carried the announcement of John Miller's death.7
5 Both listed him as Mr. John Miller with no reference to the title

general. It is interesting to note, however, that on Thursday,
October 6th, 1831, the American Volunteer announced the death on
N "Thursday, September 29, of Mrs. Ann Miller, wife of General John

Miller, late of "8

One wonders why the death of John

. Miller made no reference to title, but that the death of his wife

: was highlighted by reference to the title of her late husband.
The microfilmed tax records for Cumberland County located in

the Pennsylvania State Archives were carefully reviewed to see if

. e e

any mention was made of John Miller's generalship.9 Many of the

q taxpayers on the lists carry military titles in the record such

as CAPT, MAJOR, General, Ensign, and Colonel, so it would seem

-




reasonable that the tax collector would have recorded such a

title during at least one year if not more often. John Miller
began paying taxes in the year 1776 on one horse and one cow as
his only property. As he ammased his wealth, he eventually paid
taxes yearly on 346 acres, horses, cows, trade (he was a
blacksmith as well as a farmer), stills and Negro slaves. Based
upon the value of taxes that he paid, he was one of the more
wealthy citizens of the Carlisle area during his lifetime, but
never was he cited as a general.

As luck would have it, in early December 1985, the local
Carlisle newspaper, the Sentinel, contacted Lieutenant Colonel
John Gravois, one of the researchers for this project, concerning
the possibility that the house in which he was living had been a
waystation for the Underground hailroad during the pre-Civil War
period. The house in question is located on the property
containing General Miller's gravesite. As information was
exchanged, the newspaper became more interested in the saga of
General John Miller than in the Underground Railroad lead. On 7
December, the newspaper published a front page article entitled

Generally, Miller's a Mystery. (Appendix 2)10 As a result of the

newspaper coverage, the researchers received many calls providing
much information, some of value, most of it useless. The most
exciting piece of information was provided by Mr. Jack Sundav of
Carlisle who provided a copy of a Veterans' Grave Registration
Summary Card from the Cumberland County Veterans' Administration

Office. (Appendix 3) This summary card speculated that John

Miller was an officer in the Continental Line and the Militia
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a contradiction in that one could belong to either, but not
both. The reference to the Continental Line and a reference in
the Ege Family Genealogy11 caused the authors to suspect that
there was a possibility that the National Archives in Washington,
D.C. might provide more definitive information. First, however,

Heitman's Historical Register of Officers of the Continental

ézgzlz was checked, with no success, to ascertain if John Miller
was listed as a Revolutionary Officer of the Continental Line.
The National Archives microfilm index of the personnel records of
all soldiers to have served in the Revolutionary War was
screened. The only John Miller from Cumberland County who was
listed was killed in combat in 1776 in New York. A further check
of the Pension Records shows that no John Miller of Cumberland
County ever applied for a pension as a veteran of the
Revolutionary War. The research assistance provided by the
National Archives Staff was superb. The Revolutionary War
archivist who assisted in the search was reasonably convinced
that our John Miller never served in the Continental Line.

The next avenue explored was the reference on the Graves
Registration Surmary Card which listed the Ege Family Genealogy
as a source. In it the author, Reverend Ege, lists General John
Miller as having been '"a veteran of the wars of the Revolution

and 1812."13

A very quick check of the history books shows that
the Var of 1812 was formally declared in June of 1812 and a

requirement to create a stand-by force of 100,000 militia men was

generated in May 1812. By this time, John Miller had already
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been dead four months. The search for John Miller then led the
researchers to the Pennsylvania Archives.

Having satisfactorily eliminated all possibility that Miller
served in the Continental army, the next phase of research was
devoted to a studv of the history of the Pennsylvania Militia
from the Revolutionary War period through the beginning of the
War of 1812,

The origins of the Pennsylvania Militia date back to 1747
and its father was none other than Benjamin Franklin. By that
year every colony except Pennsylvania had established a militia
system. Proposals to establish these military organizations had
been made in the Provincial Assembly, but the colony's Quaker
forces defeated the proposal each time. However, in 1747, during
the War of the Austrian Succession, the people of Pennsylvania
felt a threat to their territory from the French. Benjamin
Franklin felt that the Assembly would again defeat any proposal
for the establishment of a military force, so he anonymously
published a pamphlet urging the citizens to form voluntary
"military associations." The idea flourished, and by the end of
1748, it was estimated that between 10,000 and 12,000 men

14 After that threat to

belonged to the association's units.
security had subsided following the scare of the War of the
Austrian Succession, the Association Units all but went out of
existence, and on the eve of the Revolutionary War there were no
legally sanctioned units. The associations were followed by the

all-volunteer "Flying-Camp'" of 1776, a group of Pennsylvania

units who fought with George Washington in New York and New

1
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Jersey. As the volunteers dwindled in number, the need for
compulsory universal military service became apparent, and on
March 17, 1777 the First General Militia Act was passed,
establishing the militia in Pennsylvania. This act mandated
enrollment in the militia of every able-bodied white male between
18 and 53. Few exceptions were made and, these were limited to
national and state political leaders, clerymen, faculty members

15 As a

of colleges and servants purchased in good faith.
mechanism to establish and organize the militia, the president of
the Provincial Council appointed a lieutenant for each county and
for the city of Philadelphia. These lieutenants should not be
confused with line officer lieutenants, for each county
lieutenant held a rank equivalent to lieutenant colonel. Each of
these lieutenants was to geographically divide his county into
districts containing 440-1000 privates. This district basically
corresponded to a militia battalion. Each district was then
subdivided into eight company-sized geographical sub-districts
corresponding to companies.

Each company was divided into eight classes by drawn lots.
To avoid depleting any area of a significant portion of its
manpower, only one-eighth of each company (one class) would be
called-up for active service for a period of two months. The
call-ups would begin with the first class and proceed through the
eighth class. No class could be called a second time until all
other classes had been called. As one class from each company

was mobilized, the militia men would form into a temporary (two

month) marching company which would draw its officers from
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different companies of the battalion (district). Therefore, no
militia soldier of any county would serve with the man of his
militia training company, and rarely would he serve with his own
officers. If a militia soldier failed to report for a call-up,
he was levied a fine or a scutage which would be used to hire a
substitute to serve in his place. The soldier could furnish his
own substitute or the county lieutenant could hire one.
Substitutes were generally paid more than the militia privates
who were cglled, so the market was quite rich. The main
limitation was that a substitute had to be of a different class
than the man he was replacing.

Since these company-sized subdistricts were strictly
geographical and militia service mandatory, it seemed inevitable
that John Miller could be found if the right company could be
located in the Archives.

In a Pennsylvania Militia general information file, located
in the search room in the Pennsylvania Archives, we found a list

16 One of the

of the officials of the Cumberland County militia.
county lieutenants, John Caruthers, served for two years, and
maintained a "fine book" which is preserved in the Archives.

This book was used to record fines for individuals missing
musters, as well as scutages for not rendering service on an
actual call-up. Also on file in the Archives is a card file of
all men who enrolled in or served in the militia. Here, the name
"John Miller" was a particular nuisance; John Millers abounded!

A more esoteric surname would have made the search much easier.

Many John Millers were on the list, but only three entries
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belonged to the 2d Battalion which was the militia organization

located in the Carlisle area. These three entries are all

located in the Caruther's Fine Book.17 The first entry was for

Private John Miller, 2d Battalion, 6th Company, 4th Class, who

was fined L41°17°6 (a scutage) for not responding to a 4th class

call-up on October 23, 1777. (This was immediately after the

battles of Brandywine and Germantown and just prior to the Battle

With the scutage paid, a substitute was hired to

of Saratoga.)

take John Miller's place. A typical salary for the two months

service of a substitute in that month was about L20. The second

entry was obviously the same person. Private John Miller, 2d

Battalion, 6th Company, 4th Class was fined L100 (scutage) for

not rendering service during a call-up on July l4th, 1778, This

call-up constituted the second tour for the Third and Fourth

Classes and required 300 men to report to "Ye Standing Stone"

(obviously a prominent terrain feature in Huntingdon County) to

form patrols to interdict Indian raids which were anticipated.

The substitutes were typically being paid 35L for two months

service. The third entry was for Private John Miller of 2d

Battalion, 8th Company, 4th Class and was an Authority Class Roll

for September 20th, 1780. This role listed all members of the

8th Company (by class) commanded by Captain John Jordon of

Carlisle. Along with the class role were muster attendance

records for 1780 through 1782. 1In researching the company

commanders of the militia companies, it was found that Captain
18

Jordan commanded the 6th Company and the 8th Company. It was

customary to change militia company names based on the seniority
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of the various commanders, so it is almost certain that the 6th
and 8th companies were one and the same. A comparison of the
rolls of the privates showed that the same militia men were in
both companies. The only remaining problem was to prove that
. this Private John Miller was the same person as our "Gener:
John Miller.
2 In 1798 a property tax was levied on all propertv owners in
Pennsylvania and was commonly called the '"Glass Tax' because the

number of windows was the basis of the size of the levy. 1In the

L I N ‘-‘-‘

recording of the tax on barns and farms, the nearest neighbor was
listed. By looking at the taxes of John and Matthew Miller, we
find that the neighbors were men who were in the militia rolls of
1780 through 1782 of the 8th Company, 2d Battalion. The names of
Samuel Postelwaith, James Chambers, Matthew Miller, Jr., and
William Irvine are found repeatedly. 1In Matthew Miller, Sr.'s

y will, his property is listed as being bordered by the Irvine
property.

It is therefore reasonable to conclude that since militia

D Rl N A

companies were strictly geographical and since a great many

neighbors of '"General" John Miller are also on the rolls of the
6th and 8th companies of the 2d Battalion, the Private John
Miller and the "General'" John Miller are one and the same person.
= The Class Rolls of the 8th Company, 2d Battalion of the
Cumberland County militia contain muster attendance rolls for two
full years (1781-1782). The entire county operated on a single

training schedule which specified specific days for each

. company's training. The County Brigade Inspector would travel




through the county and check training and readiness. Each
company was required to perform four company musters in the
April/May timeframe and four in October/November timeframe. The
entire battalion would have a field day in May and November of
each year. (These gradually became county fairs.) It is most
interesting to note in the company rolls that Private John Miller
attended every single company and battalion training day. There
are few other soldiers who were as loyal to their military
training as John Miller. His other wealthy neighbors, James
Chambers (who later became a militia company captain), Samuel
Postelwaith (later 2 militia captain, sheriff, and two-time
country clerk) and William Irvine (later Major General William
Irvin, Commander of the 6th Division of the Pennsylvania Militia)
all missed several of the 'drills.'" It appears that John Miller
enjoyed the militia for he could certainly afford the fines of
missing the musters. He was, however, an '"all show and no go"
soldier since each time his class was called out, he chose to
remain at home and pay his scrutage.

As we completed our search of the records in Carlisle,
Harrisburg, and Washington, we contacted Colonel John B.B.
Trussell, Historian of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museun
Commission and reputedly the leading Pennsylvania Revolutionary
War historian in the area. His suggestions were that the only

possible valid commissions which could have resulted in the title

of "General" would have been the County Brigade Inspectors

(Inspector General), The Brigade Adjutants (Adjutant General), or

possibly Commissary General or Quartermaster General. The
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commissioning books were again searched and again General John

The origin of the

Miller of Cumberland County failed to appear.

title on his gravestone, in his wife's obituary and in the Ege

The graves

Family Genealogy can only be speculated on.

registration summary card may provide a clue which has remained

\ unfound. "The rank 'General' may have been obtained as a member

of the famous 'Bluediens,' a militia organization of Middleton

Township." A thorough search of all known militia unit names was

made and no record exists today of any unit name resembling

"Bluediers." We can only speculate that John Miller's enthusiasm

for the military led him to join or to organize an unofficial

military club in which he had a leadership role. Of course, any

military leader, even of a club, would like the title of general.

Johr Miller and the citizens of Carlisle, probably never took the

title very seriously since it is not mentioned in his will, his

obituary or any tax records. His family, however, may have

enjoyed the title since his grave and the Ege genealogy bear the

title proudly.

It is somewhat sad to end this research by 'defrocking" a

"General of the Wars of the Revolution and 1812" but the truth

must be told. John Miller was apparently an outstanding citizen,

a proud American and a fine militia private, but he was no

General.

..........................................

-------------



CHAPTER 11

- -

THE REVOLUTIONARY MILITARY OFFICER 1775-1790

INTRODUCTION

The primary purpose of this paper is to examine the
; commissioning process in the American military, both the
Continental Army and the militia during the Revolutionary
period. In its simplest form, the commissioning process
consisted of only three methods--election by the soldiers,
appointment by state legislature, or appointment by the
Continental Congress. To merely state this without further
elaboration would leave many unanswered questions, therefore,
issues regarding why this method was chosen, the quality of
the officers thus produced, promotions, etc., will be
. discussed. This paper will deal with these questions as well

as others that are pertinent to the subject.

) HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

: The colonial military system had its roots in eighteenth
century Europe. The professional armies of that period were
manned according to class; princes, counts, earls, marquis,
and barons, in other words the men who held position by
hereditary right, royal favor, or purchase, filled the higher
commands, while "gentlemen" of lesser rank usually served as

19

captains and lieutenants. The officers were not

13




professional soldiers or technically competent by standards

used to evaluate today's officer corps. Their commissions
were usually bought or inherited. An aristocrat was schooled
in the fine points of horsemanship, fencing, shooting and
other socially acceptable skills deemed necessary for his
rank and station in life; however, the rudiments of military
tactics were learned through experience on the battlefield.
As the officers came from the highest class, so the men
in ranks came from the lowest. They were normally recruited
for long terms of service, sometimes by force, from among the
peasants and the urban unemployed. There was more than a
sprinkling of pompous, ne'er-do-wells, convicts, and drifters
in the ranks,2°
It was from this background that our Army evolved. both
our officers and enlisted corps originally followed many of
the traditions of the European system, but it also developed

many of its own peculiarities.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD

During our colonial period we had basically three types
of armies. There was the Continental Line or the regulars,
the local militia, and the state militia. All three worked
independently, but on occasion when the local and state
militia were mobilized, they worked together. It should be
noted that all three had their own officers. It was also not

uncommon for a state to mobilize its forces and have several




divisions of soldiers with a full complement of officers for
a given period of time. What also made it interesting was
the fact that when the state and local militia were
federalized, their officers became officers of equivalent
rank in the Continental Line.

Under the Articles of Confederation, the states were
responsible for raising troops for the Continental Army, for

organizing and equipping them, and for appointing officers

through the rank of colonel.21

The Continental Congress passed several acts that had to
do with the raising of armed forces. Many believe that the
resolution dated July 18, 1775, was the one that laid the
framework for all subsequent military service acts. It was
significant in that it enumerated on the composition of the

Army, and the make-up and commissioning of the officer corps.

In part, the resolution is quoted:z2

"Resolved, that it be recommended to the
inhabitants of all the united English Colonies
in North America, that all able bodied
effective men, between sixteen and fifty years
of age in each colony, immediately form
themselves into regular companies of Militia,
to consist of one captain, two lieutenants, one
ensign, four sergeants, four corporals, one
clerk, one drummer, one fifer, and about 68
privates.

That the officers of each company be chosen

by the respective companies.

That all officers above the rank of a captain,
be appointed by their respective provincial
assemblies or conventions, or in their recess,
by the committees of safety appointed by
assemblies or conventions.

That all officers be commissioned by the
provincial Assemblies or conventions, or in

15
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their recess by the committees of safety
appointed by Assemblies or conventions."

The method of choosing officers at company level varied
from unit to unit. One way is clearly reflected in the very
first entry dated June 29, 1775, of the journal kept by
Private Aaron Wright of a Pennsylvania rifle company:23

"We were sworn to be true and faithful
soldiers in the Continental Army, under the
direction of the Right Honorable Congress.
After that we chose our officers. . . .

When on parade our 1lst Lieutenant came and
told us he would be glad if we could excuse
bim from going, which we refused; and on
consideration, we concluded it was better
to consent; after which he said he would go;
but we said, 'you shall not command us, for

whose mind can change in an hour, is not fit
to command in a field where liberty is

contended for.' 1In the evening we chose a
private in his place."

GENERAL OFFICERS

General Washington was appointed as Commander-in-Chief
of the Continental Army on June 15, 1775. General Washington
was not a veteran, but was an administrator and a Virginia
aristocrat. It does not appear that the Continental Congress
took much account of this qualification. Nor did the
delegates hold it against Washington that at the age of
forty-three, he had only a fair education for his day and had
no travel outside the country except a brief visit to a West
Indies island. More than a third of the other members of
Congress had studied at some American or British college, and

nearly as many had taken a voyage to England. The new

16
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Commander-in-Chief owed his election first of all to a
political motive, and secondarily to the impression made by
his personality and the blue uniform he wore while serving as
a Virginia delegat:e.24
Most of the other generals were chosen for similar
reasons. It seemed expedient to elect a Massachusetts man as
second in command, but Artemas Ward was neither of an age nor

physical condition for an active part. Congress intended

Washington's actual assistant to be Charles Lee, a recent

British officer of high reputation who had adopted the
American cause. BHoratio Gates, another convert who had
served in the British Army with distinction, became adjutant
X general. The two remaining major general commissions went to
Israel Putnam of Connecticut and a wealthy New York landed

proprietor, Philip S<:huy1er.25

FOREIGN OFFICERS

As stated in the previous section on Generals, it was
not uncommon to have foreign officers given commissions in
the Continental Line. Most were Frenchmen, and it was not
unusual for Europeans to hire themselves out in a foreign
army. Many sought fortune, fame, and some even championed
the American cause.
y In their relations with foreign officers, Congress made

many blunders, and were guilty of reprehensible vacillation

and carelessness. They gave high rank to worthless

17
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adventurers, thereby incuring unnecessary expense and
disgusting the American officers. It must be remembered;
however, that they were anxious to oblige influential persons
at the French Court, and they lacked the means of judging the
merits of applicants. In spite of these disadvantages, they
obtained some good men, who proved brave and enterprising
field-officers, such as Armand, Fleury, and Plessis; valuable
engineers, like Kosciusko and Duportail; and a courageous ang
experienced general, Kalb. More important than all, and
outweighing the mischief of all the unlucky foreign
appointments, Congress accepted the services of Steuben and
of Lafayette, one of who trained the Army, and the other

cemented the French alliance.26

APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS

As it has been noted, there seemed to be no set
methodology for appointments or promotions. There were no
promotion boards, schools, longevity, etc., required as there
is in today's Army. It was also not necessarily one's
courage, patriotism, or competence that resulted in
advancement. Many officers believed in promotion strictly on
seniority, and if they were passed over, they believed they
were unfit for service and should resign. Progression in the
officer corps depended on many motives and criteria and is no

better expressed than by its first commander-in-chief.

18




General Washington himself frankly recognized the
necessity for promotions based cn qualifications that were
not strictly military when he wrote to Heath on March 21,

1781: "But if officers will not see into the political

& CLA AL

motives by which I am sometimes governed in my appointments,
and which the good of the common cause renders indispensably
necessary, it is unfortunate; but it cannot, because it ought
not, divert me from the practice of a duty, which I think
:{ promotive of the interest of the United States, and
; consistent with the view of the power under which I act."27
TRAINING

There is no evidence to suggest that there was any
formal training for officers. The thinking that prevailed
was that officers were gentlemen and men of honor who were
professionals. Most officers saw no need for their own
military training because we followed the premise held in the
British system--that system was that sergeants trained and
drilled the soldiers and it was assumed that because one was
an officer and a gentleman, that the necessary competence to
S be an officer was taken for granted. One of the leaders
during the Revolutionary period who did not subscribe to this
philosophy was General Von Steuben. He strongly believed in
training. He set the example, and he expected his officers

to be able to lead soldiers in every aspect of their duties.
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b There were times when all officers and enlisted were to
train together. Training periods were from 2-6 days per
-
by year, and were supposedly mandatory for all males of military
1 age, usually between 16-60 years. Training could include
- regimental on both horse and foot, musket, sword, marching,
‘% and other related subjects. One would have to question the
: quality of training considering the expertise of those who
| conducted the training, especially the officers.
fﬁ No reference is made to pay for general officers during
e
. this period. Because the; were men of the higher class and
i generally wealthy, it is most likely that they received no
L
$ monetary pay; their pay was the privilege of serving and the
<
4 prestige of being an officer. The pay for the other ranks is
vague until 1790.
;: On April 30, 1790, Congress passed a statute dealing
-
:; with "An Act for regulating the Military Establishment of the
n United States." Pay of the troops was addressed as follows:
g Sec 5. And be further enacted, that the troops
~ aforesaid shall receive for their services the
: following enumerated monthly rates of pay:
- Lieutenant-colonel commandant, sixty dollars;
n major commandant of artillery, forty-five
N dollars; majors, forty dollars; captains,
. thirty dollars; lieutenants, twenty-two
- dollars; ensigns, eighteen dollars; surgeons,
- thirty dollars; surgeon's mates, twenty-four
A dollars; sergenats, five dollars; corporals,
= four dollars; privates, three dollars; senior
. musician in each battalion of infantry, and
~ in battalion of artilleryzefive dollars;
5 musicians, three dollars.
>
¥
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Congress did pass a statute part of which covered the pay of

general officers on March 5, 1792. It allowed a monthly

salary of one hundred and sixty-six dollars for a major

general, and one hundred and four dollars for a brigadier
29

general.

CONCLUSION

One has to marvel at the success of our Revolutionary

Army and her officers. The methods for officer selection and

promotion, and the lack of formal military training for the

majority of the officer corp leave much to speculation. Our

ultimate success, that is our hard fought freedom and the

establishment of the United States, does not appear to be the

result of a highly efficient and a militarily-trained Army,

but rather the compilation of a few competent and trained men

and their officer and enlisted corps who were willing to

sacrifice and make every effort toward a patriotic

goal--freedom.

.........
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Pennsylvania: James D. Scott, 1879, pp. 24, 25,

-
-

3. The original will is held in the Cumberland County Court
House Registry of Deeds and Wills. The total quantity of land
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6. Charles Beetem to Roland Fenton, 18 September 1935,
Hamilton Library, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

7. Carlisle (Pennsylvania), Klines' Gazette, 17 January
1812, Carlisle Herald, 17 January 1817.

8. Carlisle (Pennsylvania), American Volunteer, 6 October

- 1831.
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the Ege Family in the United States 1738-1911, p. 118. John
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disinherited after marrying Michael Lindsey and was left "a gold
ring not to exceed a value of $20." Elizabeth, more favored,
received 20 acres of land, furnishings for a house and money.
She also married the sone of Michael Ege II, the iron baron of
Boiling Springs who owned the iron forge which is famous in these
parts for its cannon used during the Revolutionary War.
Elizabeth's husband George Ege became very wealthy and owned and
operated the iron forge in Holly Sprin Michael Ege II and
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John Miller must have been very close %riends since Michael Ege
witnessed John Miller's will less than a month before John Died.
It is also interesting to note that John's brother, Matthew
Miller, Jr., married into the Galbraith family. Three of the
Galbraith sisters married Matthew Miller, Michael Ege III and
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with both Millers and later a Major General in the Pennsylvania
Militia.)
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c-un\_am-.mrio co -Pk | SUMMARY CARD VETERANS GRAVE REGI;:'I‘RAT!O.‘;‘
waz Revolutionary War and War of 1812 © - ..z .
SURNAME MILLER Cuwstian Name John T Ace g7

: Baanchor Seavice  Aroy-Militia Ournr Continental Line Rank General
LencTH OF SERVICE / %S‘ .
BirTH 1 DeaTH 12-10-1812 -

. Cemerzay, BumiaL GROUND, GRAVEYARD, ETC. Cornman--Christ Hoffer Farm (Originally Matthew

k LocamonorCemereny Middlesex Township Miller farm)

E Locamon or Grave SecTioN Rance Lot Grave 1
, Cuaractesor Memoma Marble Slabd MARKER No

. Conomionor Grave  Deplorable

. Aoomonar Inosmation A Search thoraugh a maze of historiecal data and records and
» extending over several states, as far west as California, ha@ failed to
reveal as much information as we desire regarding a man, who, at one
time must have been of sonsiderable iafluence in Cumberland County and
who served in two wars, with the rank of General during one of the wars
or in the militia formed after the Revolutionary War.

A search of the Penma. Arohives by one of the enumerators,
V. H. Porter, revealed that General Miller served in the Continemtal

Line, (over.
DATE OP INSPECTION |

The most explioit information relative to General Millers eonnec-
tiomn with the wars as a general 'is contained im the "History and Genea-
logy of the Ege Family", by Rev. Thompson Ege. On page 118 the author

. gtates that "George Ege, son of Michael Ege 2nd, married Ellizabeth
Hilleg, daughter of General John Miller of the wars of the Revolutionm
and 1812."

(ieneral) John Miller's will, filed Feb. 10,1812 and recorded in
Deed Bdok H, page 104 (Cumb. Co. Registers Office) discloses that
John Miller had a daughter Blizabeth. Iikewlise, the same will shows
that the codioil to the will was witnessed by M onael Ege.

. All the above facts tend to cébnfirm the faot that the General Miller
I~ peferred to in the Ege History is the General Miller, whose record w

are diseussing and recording here. .
<

John Miller resided on a farm olosely adjoining the land owned by
Cel. (later Gemeral) Ephraim Blaime. General Blaime sought the assistanee
of his wealth neighbors in assisting in feeding Washington's army. It
98 my deduction that General Blaime may have beern instrucmental im having

A John Miller commissioned. A search of the Continental Congress papers
fails, however, to confirm my thotghts in this comnection. The rank
"General” may have been obtained as a member of the famous "Bluediers”,
a militia organization of Middleton township. Many of these companies
entered_the Revolutionary War. However, Rev. Ege, the author, must have
hal defini te knowlesdge that John Miller served as a General, for he

has had the reputation of being a careful conmpiler,

--Robert S. Finatein,

he* AACRT



WL T T e e - —

Rl

.. DU [E31 B 3 pinom sAep
ISOY) W) A)UNO_) PUBIMNUD, )
Wodj [213udd £ Julan0asi(]
0p | Aew awes ay) () Aayy svond
[ ued {ayy {em Aue diay (i foui
Aes {ay),. sAesay . uonewaoul
Aur aary | uop Inq auieu
SIY JaquIawad £y £es a(dod ..
SpnG Laoisiy
BAUIE L0 UOLIBWULIO)UL )7 0]
0} 3uid1) ut dioy §0 101 € Huiyiai useq
SEY Y S£BS |AU0J0D JUBUIINM] Wy},
.. MBS 13110J 3U0)S Ay} Jo suawidads
AAjsuadng pue aut) B uaag Buiaey
JO 30UIPIAS 1 YY) Sis0d Jquew
PIAIED U0 PIAJLAII., SEM JEY)
qejs alueld 8 se auo)squio) s Jaf(I
UYOT SIQLIISIP ] Q6 UT V0P
A1uno ) pueliaquun ) us sajsaaesd
' A]JB3 JO A3ALNS §, JIWEI, WEPY U]
JAA0 JUO)SQUIOY
A} YI0UY |, UOP SMO Y] 05 3IUI)
e dnnd 0 sjuem ay o5y s{es
Y, "saodd ) Jo awos Ijesnage)
pMod oym Isipadxa Juinaom
QBW Y)im JUOS0S PIVU [,

JRNUI AL I HRYIN

_”_ «-.—

ﬂfw pr. y g

Aoy FINaIs SUING BOHRI0ISHS )

urdiay o) L3Uow Juem Ajians

LUSIOP WY SARS O} ot

S, UL 3} 3401503 0] sueqd

‘PRI B 34 0) 0 S SN
JOU 30 J)9ym Jo SSIfpLrdaYy

.. 1)) TISIIIUL UR Uda daeY

SR e Juop )., SAes Yy

.. u00s duiyjawes puij | odoy | pue
ISP ISOOT P € U0 W | (49 [

Juoje saxsaandd duoissiuning

Y] 0} [r1dusd ay) wod)
103load sty jo siseydwa ay) adueyd
.y wun s aads e o) sagpy aoed)

0] QP! .. 51 Y J1 SAeS S10ARIN
. daquinu jue
B oW 3A1d p{pom je) alay) umop
PIOMS B JO SUOLING 10] YO4eds 0]
aaesd ay dn dip 01 1e1S IY) ¥sE I
I.. 'SAeS S10ARIT) 'S|1e} 353 §f€ J]
fesauad e
SEM OUM J3[{1 N UYOF B 0) SIOUIIIJAI

"A19isAw pieAyoeq sty Sauluexd SIOARID uyor

a:../ur

8

AUR pUI) URD A J1 RIS 0] SPIODAS
Laeqi(iw paxopuiun s duofe
SP4033S YYD ¥y 0y sueid 3y

781 ui saxe) pred oym SN

GO PIUCU YJIRUSHIBG ¥ SEM

IS} FILDIPUE JEY) SHIIUI OM) PUNO)
SIOARIT) 'SPINDAI KB) Ajunod u]

ydasop uos Kjuo pue a)im siy

0} U0 )1 passed pue mayiel “Jayje)

SIt) W01) pue| ay) peure)qo pey

H aB3[10,) UOSUINII(] 1P J3INSEII)

B PUB Y2INYD URLII)AYSAL ] AT

Ul 13PJ3 UR UG Ia_Y Aet I LN
MOYS SPI0O3 [BINI0ISIY JAY)

. AJUSH.,

SEM JWRY |SJIJ SIY PIUIBI] SI0ARLY)

‘AU9Yd JaIN] J3Ye pue YJo X

Wwodj , JI[IW 'US),, € PAIIACISIP

ay ‘uayl Jem AJeuonnjoady

ay) ur pa1p wieided ayj asnedaq

paeAyoeq s1y ul paLING 0 Y

1.usem 3y 1nq “Aluno,) pueiraqur )
wiouj JAfjLN uyor yde) e sem RO

ease sy}

WOLS 313m OM) AJU0 Ing 'Ase)ipu

AU UL RURS © PIOY Oy Sy
UYOT [PIIAIS SSOIN JUI0D 3ATY Fay)
SALS SIARIY) BN PR AJASULe

9] UO SIWN|0A PIXapU] ) U]

syueJ ayy yAnoay
dn aww) sy uyor u3r) Moy uo
Buisndoy “sacsarnad duimoissiuno)y
URNIIY A{dRI dYy) U0
199load Apms adayj0,) Jem patinbay
1134) 0p 0] pap1dap “sedmg Apny
[0) V'] 3)eWsSe(D € pue SI0ABLT)
JUSWIA[OAUY
Lmipw Aue 0] 30ua14)31 0u
WM Ja|ltN uyor.. se Ajuo wiy oy
J3}31 Sjunane Jadedsmou ajesedas
0 Ui Aaenjigo s 1afpi sAes a
.. UNY PIUOISSHUWOD 3ys Jey) Ueaws
PINoJ Siy [, AU0)SGLUO) Sy Uo Iweu
Y pue £1BN)IQO S UUY ‘3j1m ST UL ST
fedauaii e 3u13q Jaf(I Iy 01 3uAIjAL
Kjuo ag., ‘skes ay sej 0§
Jem ieuonnioaay
3 ut 1ydnoj aaey Lew felouald
a1 1ey) Anprgissod ayy pasies
31ep pue yues ) ses StoAest)
.. dde sy jo seak Lo Ap
UL, 218101 uer pap oum DN
ugor uan,, peas unndiiosuy
A 1aado) paoard uaym
A0ISqin) aytuesd pue
3jqeeul e jo s3dad puno) 3y '3oejInNs
Y MOJAQ SAYOUI UIAFS JO XIS InOqY
‘BuiBdip parsers pue jre) sip Aj4ed
puneud ay jo Ino Juiyarls Ljjended
atqrews jo 30a1d e mes ay sAes
Wwapnys aBafo) e Ay L

dwysumo],

X3SIPPIW W PeOY UMO)AIONINH

Buoje sjua ay asnoy ) puiyeq

aInsed mod e uj aaeld s vew

) vodn Buyquings A(reuaprode

134834 ) USa0p 3y ‘YI1eIs

51y UL SPUD PEAP £ 1R R0
Apsows sey sjoaeas) ydnoyy uar’y

SAAIGIIE TS

g pue aiMyisug K10iSHH KLelpiw

Aunty g () 'asnoypno) £jumo)

PUeLIIQUIN] U} SPIOIAS [BILIOISIY

0 sawnjoa Bumojjak  Kysnp jo sapd

YAnouyy sieain uyor 10 11 uRNE)
SBY JIMSUR SN} 20} YDIRIS ML

JAnusyeq Ajune)

pue|IaquN ) © 10 [eJUST Jem
Aieuonnioaay 150|-duos e 3y sem
AL UYOF SBM OUM

NN PR
Aydmp mer Ag

AsaysAw o

S, 49]1!W
‘A||jp1suac)

iy

(SR

R

P

Reprintoed by

1ash,

rigit

Copy

NDecember 1955,

Lvening Sentinetd,

th(’

From




T 2t s

L O 3 |

< R 0 AR Gt Y.

- N oy 7

IEERE P s

|

AL e N E




